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River
Journey

Up the

A view of the Loire 
Valley from the Château 
d’Azay-le-Ferron in 
Tours, a 15th-century 
castle and 17th-century 

century manor.

Fresh from her trip to the Loire, 
Deborah Parker Wong shares her 

discoveries—and photos—from 
Nantes to Sancerre  



Itcan be said that each wine region of France has 
a personality, one dictated as much by the wine-
growers themselves as it is by geography, history 

and grape varieties. To the southwest of Paris lies the 
Loire Valley, comprising four distinct regions running 
westward with the fl ow of the Loire River; most of the 
winegrowing here occurs within sight of its banks or 
those of its many tributaries. 

The Loire is by nature a languid river; it meanders 
through countryside dotted with Renaissance palaces and 
châteaux as it makes its way towards the Atlantic Ocean. 
From this terminus, the river’s estuary in the Nantais 
region, a journey up the river begins.

Pays Nantais: Muscadet ages gracefully
Clustered around the coastal city of Nantes, lies the 

northwestern-most region of wine production in France—
the Pays Nantais—and within it, the AOC of Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine. Synonymous with dry white wines crafted 
from Melon de Bourgogne, a white variety that speaks 
of the sandy composite soils and maritime climate with 
precise minerality and an almost salty tang, winemak-
ers here contribute style and fi nesse to their wines with 
sur lie aging, batonnage and the use of neutral oak. Once 
thought to be short-lived, Muscadet wines are now being 
recognized for their ability to acquire bottle age. 

Held to low yields and produced sustainably, Melon 
de Bourgogne recalls its Burgundian origins and can be 
reminiscent of Meursault. Aromatic late-harvest cuvées 
like Ganichaud’s 2005 Mon Rêve, offer spicy carnation, 
clove and lychee aromas, an expressive mid-palate and 
creamy fi nish, while the 2007 Rêve d’Automne shows 
petrol notes and more weight in the mid-palate with a 
fresh fi nish. 

At Château du Cléray, Pierre-Jean Sauvion produces 
superb examples of complex and focused wines that are 
redefi ning standards for the region. His 2008 Jardins 
Secrets Brut, a blend of six different terroirs, is bone dry 
as the name implies but rich and ideally suited to food, 
while the 2008 Château du Cléray cuvée (at two grams 
per liter of residual sugar) is fuller-bodied with aromas of 
white fl owers, citrus, tart apple and minerals and is the 
château’s signature wine.

Anjou-Saumur: Powerful whites
The versatility and charms of Chenin Blanc are fully 

illustrated in the dry, sweet, late-harvest, botrytis and 
sparkling wines of the Anjour-Saumur. Just southwest 
of Angers, where the Mayenne River fl ows into the 
Loire from the north and where the smaller Layon meets 

it from the south, winegrower 
Florent Baumard makes a distin-
guished portfolio of wines that 
includes all of the AOC styles for 

Chenin Blanc and Cabernet Franc.
The 2005 Clos du Papillon, so named for the butterfl y 

shape of the vineyard, is a bone dry Savennières with 
bright acidity and concentrated minerality that has been 
made by the Baumard family for decades. The estate pro-
duces moelleux wines from the Coteaux du Layon, using 
fractional blending to capture the best expression of each 
vintage, and a stunning Quartes de Chaume with gentle, 
anaerobic techniques. Baumard’s Crémant de Loire spar-
kling wines blend Chenin, Cabernet Franc and Chardon-
nay for very crisp cuvées with lots of fl avor. 

Cabernet Franc fi nds a place here in rosé and vin rouge 
as well, and warmer vintages help it ripen fully. Among 
small cooperative or lieu-dit Cabernet Francs, Cave 
de Saumur’s 2008 Les Vignoles, a Saumur-Champigny 
wine bottled at the Alliance de Loire cooperative located 
mid-way between Saumur and Chinon, stood out for its 
high-toned fl oral and blue fruit aromas, rich mid-palate 
and cool minerality. 

Touraine: Heartland for red
The Vienne River runs parallel along the Loire before 

turning north to meet it just east of Saumur and here, 
clasped between the two rivers, Rodolphe Raffault owns 
four distinct Chinon vineyards. Raffault’s father, Jean-
Maurice, helped defi ne the various terroirs of Chinon in 
the ‘70s and planted Cabernet Franc on the sandy, alluvial 
soils near the Vienne. Rodolphe’s 2008 Le Puy offers 
violet and lavender aromas, dark cherry, chocolate and 
tobacco mid-palate that concludes with complex and well 
integrated oak. His 2008 Chinon Rosé expresses intensity 

Baumard 2005 Clos du Papillon is 
a bone dry Savennières with bright 
acidity and concentrated minerality.

Ben Joliveau of Domaine Huet L’Echansonne, one of the 
best-known wineries in Vouvray.
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with a concentrated mid-palate of 
strawberry and a long mineral-driv-
en finish.

Directly across the Loire to the 
north lies the Bourgueil AOC, and in 
the commune of Restigné, the Caslot 
family has grown wine at Domaine 
de la Chevalerie for fourteen genera-
tions. Since 2004, Stéphanie Caslot 
has managed the estate’s four bio-
dynamic vineyards. Her wines are 
predominately single-vineyard Cab-
ernet Francs with the ability to age 
impeccably. Her 2006 Busardières is 
the deepest, showing red and black 
fruit, balanced acidity and silky 
tannins; the 2006 Galichets is the 
most perfumed and complex, with 
floral, spicy aromas of cumin and 
youthful, grapy tannins. 

Moving east up the Loire to the 
city of Tours where the AOCs  of 
Vouvray and Montlouis lie across 
the river from one another, there 
is a distinct shift in terroir from a 
composite soil of clay and gravel to 
chalky tuffeau. Chenin Blanc, the 
only variety allowed in Vouvray, is 
made in a broad range of styles from 
still to sparkling and dry to sweet. 
At Domaine Huet L’Echansonne, a 
biodynamic estate well known for 
founder Gaston Huet having been a 
prisoner during the Second World 
War, a unique four-cordon trellising 
system called gobelet etaillé is used 
to manage yields and improve venti-
lation. Huet’s 2001 Vouvray Pétillant 
offers creamy, lively mousse, aromas 
of caramel, biscuit and youthful 
acidity on a rounded palate and 
long, nutty finish. The 2007 Clos du 
Bourg expresses white flowers and 
pear with precise, focused acidity 
and a lengthy concentrated fin-

ish. Le Mont 2007 
shows lemon zest, 
pear and wet stone 
on a very lean mid-
palate with focused 
minerality on the 
finish. Vouvray is 
home to dozens 
of young sustain-
able winegrowers 
such as Vincent and 
Tania Carême of 
Domaine Vincent 

Carême, whose balanced demi-sec 
2006 Vouvray Le Peu Morier exudes 
ripe apricot and pear. 

The 2008 Château de la Roche 
Sauvignon Blanc delivers pro-
nounced aromas of gooseberries 
developing to grassy and mineral 
notes on the palate, with crisp acid-
ity. Gamay and Malbec join Cab-
ernet Franc here for a red blend in 
addition to a rosé of Grolleau and 
Gamay. Chainier produces dozens of 
cuvees from a total of six estates in 
the Vouvray and Touraine AOCs. 

Central Loire: Complexity from 
the ground up 

From Touraine the Loire strays 
northeast in a broad arc. Only when 
it turns south, with Sancerre and 
Menetou-Salon on its western bank 
and Pouilly-Fumé to the east, is 
the journey complete. At Domaine 
Michel Redde in Pouilly-sur-Loire, 
Thierry Redde produces six cuvées 
from the six different soil types on 
the estate—wines that are complex, 
expressive and elegant. These soils 
are the most diverse in all of the 
Loire Valley and they include flint 
that lends a smoky quality to Sauvi-
gnon Blanc from Pouilly-Fumé. 

Redde’s 2008 Le Cornets. from a 
site of marl and Kimmeridgian clay, 
shows gooseberry and a very slick 
texture, while the Domaine’s sig-
nature Cuvée Majorum has distinct 
gun-flint aromas, a concentrated 
mid-palate and opulent body. In the 
Menetou-Salon village of Morogues, 
Paul-Henry Pellé produces Pinot 
Noir from 50-year-old vines, as in 
the 2007 Les Cris, a balanced wine 
that fully demonstrates the terroir. 
Pellé’s 2008 Clos de Blanchais Sauvi-
gnon Blanc also hails from old vines, 
with white flower and coconut aro-
mas, pineapple and tropical notes on 
a very lean mid-palate. 

Selected Current 
Releases from the 
Loire Valley

Château du Cléray 2008 Châ-
teau du Cléray, 2008 Jardins 
Secrets Brut

W. J. DEUTSCH &SONS

Baumard 2005 Clos du Papillon
EXCELLARS WINE AGENCY

Cave de Saumur 2008 Les 
Vignoles Raffault 2008 Le Puy, 
2008 Chinon Rosé

V.O.S. SELECTIONS

Domaine Huet L’Echansonne 
2001 Vouvray Pétillant, 2007 
Clos du Bourg, 2007 Le Mont

ROBERT CHADDERDON SELECTION

Domaine Vincent Carême 2006 
Vouvray Le Peu Morier 

MARTINE’S WINES

Domaine Chainier 2008 Château 
de la Roche 

AVENUE WINES

Domaine Michel Redde 2008 Le 
Cornets, 2005 Cuvée Majorum

KORBRAND

Paul-Henry Pellé 2007 Les Cris, 
2008 Clos de Blanchais

BEAUNE IMPORTS

Thierry Redde, Domaine Michel 
Redde in Pouilly-sur-Loire.
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