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The AOC winegrowers of the Langued-
oc are an eclectic group: genteel local 
families, pioneers from France’s most 

prestigious wine regions and European 
ex-pats, all of whom express a similar goal: 
to make wines that convey the spirit of their 
distinct growing regions from the varieties 
best suited to them. More than ever before, 
quality is now the factor that distinguishes 
Languedoc’s AOC-level wines. 

Though each Languedoc sub-appellation 
has unique terroir, the region overall ben-
efi ts from maritime infl uence, hot summers, 
drying winds and mild winters that create 
some of the most consistent vintages in all 
of France. AOC producers emphasize lower 
yields, sustainable practices and hygienic 
winemaking as means to showcase the qual-
ity of their fruit and fi nished wines.

Bubbles and More: Limoux
This Southwesterly appellation below the 

ancient fortifi ed city of Carcassonne is home 
to sparkling wines that retain their regional 
quality. Most AOC producers make three 
styles: Blanquette de Limoux, Crémant de 
Limoux and Blanquette Méthode Ancestrale. 

Françoise Antech-Gazeau, a sixth-genera-
tion vintner who co-directs Antech, is one 
of the region’s most outspoken advocates 
for the character of Limoux bubblies. “The 
organic and sustainable farming techniques 
that we practice are adding a tremendous 
quality expression to our wines,” he says. 
The Antech 2006 Blanquette Grande Réserve 
Brut is a blend of 90 percent Mauzac that 
offers citrus, green pear, roasted nuts and a 
compact mousse. 

The addition of Chenin Blanc, a variety 
relatively new to Limoux, has resulted in 
fresher, brighter Crémants that are longer-

lived. These stylish wines, with varying 
percentages of Chardonnay, Chenin Blanc, 
Mauzac and Pinot Noir, typically show green 
tropical fruit, ripe apple and delicate mineral 
qualities, with Lauren’s ‘06 Clos de Demoi-
selles and organic producer Delmas’s Cuvée 
des Sacres ‘05 as fi ne examples.

In a nod to history, the massive Limoux 
cooperative Sieur d’Arques, founded in 1946 
and 400 growers strong, produces Saint-Hi-
laire Blanquette, so named for the abbey at 
Saint-Hilaire, where the sparkling method 
was invented in 1531 and later adopted by 
the Champenois. 

“We maintain our traditions, but we do 
modify our techniques to produce new cu-
vées,” indicates Antech-Gazeau. Limoux also 
produces still wines that are undiscovered 
gems. Chardonnay from the higher-eleva-
tion Haute-Valle terroir has a distinct pear 
marker combined with persistent minerality 
and concentration. 

The Scent of Garrigue: Corbières
Directly east of Limoux and bordering the 

Mediterranean, Corbières, the region’s larg-
est appellation, has more than 80 percent of 
its 23,000 hectares under AOC cultivation. 
There is a wildness about Corbières; miles 
of garrigue (pine, juniper, thyme, rosemary, 
laurel and lavender scrubland) lie between 
the vineyards sited on plateaus and in shal-
low valleys below the degraded limestone 
and schist mountains.

The region’s cooperative, de Castelmaure, 
sustainably produces blends of Syrah, Gr-
enache Noir and Carignan that show deep 
plum and dark cherry fruit, supple tannins, 
brown sugar, clove and allspice and, at their 
best, concentrated mid-palates and complex 
minerality.
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The Language of the

Languedoc 
Where volume once ruled, quality now reigns

Dormant Mourvè-
dre vines under the 

imposing cliff s of Mt. 
Hortus at Domaine 

L’Hortus.

story and photos by Deborah Parker Wong
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In 1989, Corbières was the choice of Hervé 
Leferrer, former manager of Domaine de la Ro-
manée-Conti, for his own estate, Domaine du 
Grand Crès. Leferrer produces white and rosé, 
as well as world-class Syrah and Grenache 
blends with varietal expression and silky tan-
nins. Made from young vines, his ’05 Majeure 
(90% Syrah/10% Grenache) showed pep-
pery, fl eshy, dark plum, saddle leather, earthy 
minerality and elegant tannins. In Corbières-
Boutenac, old-vine Carignan shines at Ollieux 
Romanis, where carbonic maceration preserves 
fruit character and careful blending produces 
intense, balanced cuvées like Atal Sia.

World-Class Potential: La Clape
Carved from the northeastern corner of 

Corbières is the peninsula of La Clape, part 
of the Coteaux du Languedoc AOC, where 
artisanal winemaker Peter Wildbolz, a native 
of Zurich, saw the potential for world-class 
wines in the early 1970s. His organic estate, 
Mas du Soleilla, produces a signature white 
wine, a 45% Bourboulenc/55% Roussanne 
blend with aromatic, woodsy aromas, fl oral 
and petrol notes on a concentrated mid-palate 
and medium dry fi nish. His old vine Syrah/
Grenache blends are complex expansive 
wines with soft, ripe tannins and peppery 
Syrah typicity with the Clôt de l’Amandier ‘03 
showing an earthy, mineral-driven fi nish. 

Neighboring producer Gérard Bertrand’s 

estate, l’Hospitalet, one of fi ve that the Nar-
bonne native and former rugby star owns 
across the Languedoc, produces a reserve 
blend of Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre with 
bright plum and cassis fruit, and a spicy mid-
palate with notes of chocolate. The winery’s 
l’Hospitalitas cuvée is the more powerful, 
structured blend of the same with a smaller 
500-case production.

Diversity Young and Old: Minervois
Sitting neatly atop Corbières to the west 

is Minervois, with higher-elevation sites that 
produce structured reds scented with garri-
gue, and a diverse collection of whites.  Noted 
producers include female winemakers Isabelle 
Coustal of Château Sainte Eulalie and Patricia 
Boyer-Domergue of Clos Centeilles, both of 
whom champion single-varietal wines. 

The clay and chalk terraces of La Livernie 
are home to ancient estates like Château Gour-
gazaud, which counts 400 years of production 
and was an early advocate for Syrah in the region, 
and newer producers like L’Ostal Cazes, whose 
young sites include old olive groves. Syrah, 
Grenache, Carignan, Cinsault and Mourvèdre 
blends and 100 percent varietal wines showing 
deep color and fi ne-grained tannins are this 

Limoux producers 
Bernard Delmas, 
Françoise Antech-
Gazeau and Sylvie 
Lacube from 
Domaine Laurens.

Benard Pueyo has directed the de Castelmaure 
cooperative in Corbières for 25 years.
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appellation’s signature. Many de-
clared organic producers like Robert 
Eden of Château Maris, Denis Morin 
at La Villatade and winemaker Sam 
Berger of Hégarty Chamans favor a 
variety of techniques, including 
natural yeasts and no fi ltration for 
optimal complexity. 

Glamorous organic whites are 
produced by Château Coupe-Roses, 
where Paul Frissant coaxes white 
fl owers, stone fruit and complex-
ity from Viognier, Grenache Blanc, 
Muscat, Marsanne and Roussanne. 

Maritime Terroir: Coteaux du 
Languedoc

This disparate maritime region 
begins northeast of Minervois and 
the city of Narbonne and continues 
northeast in pockets up the coast to 
Montpellier and Nice. River gravel, 
black basalt and limestone defi ne 
the soils at Domaine de Nizas, a 
sustainable producer of red and rosé 
Syrah, Mourvèdre and Grenache 
Noir blends.

Nizas’s 1998 Rouge, winemaker 
Bernard Meunier’s fi rst vintage for 
the estate, reveals age-worthy aro-
mas of licorice and black cherry with 
black currant and star anise on the 
palate. Neighboring producer Paul 
Mas has four sustainable estates 
in this AOC, with Les Domaines 
Paul Mas focused on Syrah and 
Grenache. The Clos des Mures ‘06 
favored spicy, woodsy aromas, mul-
berry and dark fruit, saddle leather 
and ripe tannins. Mas also produces 
organic wines, Les Tannes, at the Vin 
de Pays level. 

On the outskirts of Montpellier sits 
the now urban winery and stunning 
17th-century Château Flaugergues, 
where tenth-generation winemaker 
Pierre Colbert crafts stylish white 
and red Grenache blends. His ’08 
Mademoiselle cuvée, previously only 
made in ’98 and ’03, is a standout 
among his future releases.

Small Is Beautiful: 
St. Chinian/Faugères

Northwest of Minervois lie two 
smaller regions: Saint Chinian and 
Faugères, the home of Laurent 
Miquel’s family estate, Cazal Vieil. 
Production here emphasizes low-
yielding Syrah and Viognier worked 
on very poor limestone soils, taking 
full advantage of the strong winds 
that result in a natural green har-
vest. Garrigue is palpable in the 

Miquel Syrah, which shows Rhône 
tar, brown spice and pepper with 
granular tannins. His Faugères 
blends show red fruit, deep mid-pal-
ates with complex spice.

Cliff  Dwellers: Pic St. Loup
In the upper reaches of the Cote-

aux du Languedoc, the vineyards of 
Pic St. Loup are sited on plateaux 
sandwiched between two moun-
tains: Pic St. Loup and the sheer 
walls of Mt. Hortus. At Domaine de 
l’Hortus, Mourvèdre, sited under 
the Hortus cliff, is planted on chalky, 
limestone soils in the warm southern 
exposures, and Syrah under the Pic 
St. Loup cliff, on the cooler North-
ern sites. Jean Orliac’s Domaine de 
l’Hortus offers persistent black fruit 
with notes of coffee, chocolate and 
plush, polished tannins.   

Antech NV Blanquette Mauzac 
Réserve Brut 

BARON FRANÇOIS

Domaine Delmas NV Mauzac Mé-
thode Ancestrale Clair de Lune

GRAPE EXPECTATIONS

Domaine J. Laurens 2006 Crémant 
de Limoux Clos de Demoiselle

VIGNERONS IMRORTS AND EUROPEAN WINE 

IMPORTS

Clos Centeilles 2006 Minervois-La 
Livinière Capitelle de Centielles

IDEAL WINE AND SPIRITS CO.

Château Maris 2007 Old Vine 
Grenache, Minervois-La Livinière

THE PORTFOLIO GROUP/DFV WINES

Château Sainte Eulalie 2006 Mi-
nervois-La Livinière Plaisir d’Eulalie 
(Carignan/Grenache)

DEE VINE WINES AND MICHAEL CORSO 

SELECTIONS

Château la Villatade 2004 Rituel, 
Minervois Rouge (Syrah/Grenache)

UNIQUE WINE

Château de Gourgazaud 2006 
inervois Cuvée Mathilde (Syrah/
Mourvèdre)

HERITAGE WINE CELLARS

Château Coupe-Roses 2007 Mi-
nervois Blanc (Roussanne)

VINTAGE 59 IMPORTS

Hégarty Chamans 2006 Minervois 
Cuvée #1 (Syrah)

ROBERT KACHER SELECTIONS

Laurent Miquel 2005 St. Chinian 
Bardou (Syrah)

FREDERICK WILDMAN (AND OTHERS)

Domaine du Grand Crès 2006 
Cuvée Majeure, Corbières Rouge 
(Syrah)

TRIAGE WINES INC.

Castelmaure 2006 Corbières 
Grande Cuvée (Carignan blend)

KYSELA PÈRE & FILS

Château Ollieux Romanis 2006 
Corbières-Boutenac Atal Sia (Carignan)

JF WINE IMPORTS

Selected Current and Upcoming Releases from

Languedoc-Roussillon
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Neasa Miquel of Laurent Miquel.
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